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dream and hope that the connection between India and England
might be a source of spiritual comfort and uplifting to the whole
world at large,"
On December 19 Gandhi and Kasturbai sailed for India as second-
class passengers because a third-class passage was not available on
P. & O. steamers. Gandhi embarked the steamer with bandaged ribs
in adhesive plaster.
Conditions in India at the time of Gandhi's return were dis-
heartening. A hush had fallen over the country. From all sides came
the question, "What shall we do next?"
After six long years of exile Tilak, who had not received the benefit
either of the Delhi Durbar or that of normal remission, was at long
last secretly brought from Mandalay and liberated in front of his
residence in Poona, at midnight, on June 17. At a welcome meeting
held on June 21, the Lokamanya said: "When after six years'
absence, I return home and begin to renew my acquaintance with
the world, I find myself in the position of Rip Van Winkle. I was kept
by the authorities in such a rigorous seclusion that it seemed that
they desired that I should forget the world and be forgotten by it.
However, I have not forgotten the people, and I am glad to notice
that the people have not forgotten me. I can only assure the public
that separation for six long years could not diminish my love for
them and that I am willing and ready to serve in the same manner
and in the same relation and in the same capacity which belonged
to me six years before, though it may be, I shall have to modify the
course a little."
Mrs. Besant had gone to England to advocate Home Rule for
India. Her mission in England failed but she returned to India to
agitate for Home Rule. "The price of India's loyalty is India's
freedom" was her motto and leaders like Lala Lajpat Rai^ and
Jmnah supported her>
When the war broke out all parties, with the exception of the
terrorist group, declared their support and loyalty to the British
Empire. "At such a crisis," observed Tilak, "it is the duty of every
Indian, be he great or small, rich or poor, to support and assist His
Majesty's Government to the best of his ability."
Mrs. Besant thought this to be a most opportune moment for
bringing together the Moderates and the Extremists. However, the
negotiations for a compromise among Congressmen resulted in a